The American Malacological Union (AMU), now the American Malacological Society (AMS), founded in 1931, issued reports containing abstracts and papers presented at its annual meetings from its earliest years. At first these reports were published in The Nautilus. Shortly thereafter, reports in The Nautilus were supplemented by a printed report mailed to all members after the annual meeting that included a membership list. By 1941, The Nautilus no longer included meeting reports. The titles of the AMU's reports changed several times over the years (Bieler and Kabat 1991-present) . During World War II, when no meetings were held, reports were issued to ensure communication and continuity.
In 1971, the AMU's publication became known as the Bulletin. In 1983, the Bulletin became a peer-reviewed scientific journal, the American Malacological Bulletin, with an increasing number of original articles. By 1985, the American Malacological Bulletin no longer included reports on and abstracts of papers presented at the annual meeting, which were published only in the program and abstracts volume issued to meeting participants, with the organizer of each meeting generally responsible for its publication. By this time, the membership list was no longer included in the annual report, and was instead published as part of, or in connection with, the organization's newsletter.
The American Malacological Union Newsletter began in 1968 and was issued irregularly. Its name changed to the AMU News in 1984, to American Malacological Newsletter in 1996, thence to American Malacological Society Newsletter in 1999, and finally to the Newsletter of the American Malacological Society in 2003. The newsletter is now circulated chiefly electronically and is available on the AMS website: http://www.malacological.org/. In 2003, the membership list moved from the newsletter to become a separate, electronically distributed publication.
The purpose of this paper is to provide the publication dates of AMU/AMS publications. In many cases, incorrect dates were printed on them, and some issues were misnumbered. As a result, abstracts, papers, and even new taxa that appear in this series are sometimes misdated in subsequent literature.
Although the AMU/AMS and its publications have been documented in three histories (Murray 1999 , Teskey 1964 , 1982 , three indices (Anonymous 1966 , Counts 1988 , Teskey 1975 , and one listing (Anonymous 1981) , none of these provided fully accurate or complete dates for the AMU/AMS publications. The Annual Report for 1967 (Report No. 34: 84) provided the dates of publication for the reports from 1961 through 1966; we are unaware of any other similar listings.
The reports appearing in The Nautilus from 1931 to 1941 are easily dated using the compilation of Coan and Harasewych (1993) .
The individual reports and bulletins contain various kinds of dates. The most common is the date the included membership list was prepared, herein indicated by "Membership List." These cannot be taken as publication dates, although some other sources have used them, because the report was often printed and mailed weeks or months after the membership list was prepared. These dates, however, are included here for comparison and to indicate that the publication could not have been issued any earlier.
Some reports are simply dated, without further indication as to what this date means (herein "Stated Date"). Starting with volume 18 of the American Malacological Bulletin, the printed date, for the first time, gives both the month and day, and is intended and assumed to be the publication date, based on receipt of mailed copies within one or two weeks. In earlier years, however, these dates were demonstrably off by a year. In some cases, the printed dates are labeled as being specifically a publication date or mailing date, essentially the same thing. In the mid-1990s, several issues did not have the year on the cover or on the table of contents, but the year was included on the spine; such data, of course, are lost when the journal issues are bound, as is the case for most libraries.
It is instructive to compare any printed dates with the dates the publication was received in libraries, most of which stamp the date of receipt on each copy upon arrival. However, this is also not entirely conclusive, because there may be delays between receipt of the mail and date stamping. Moreover, some institutions with malacologists on their staffs did not separately subscribe to the AMU/AMS publications, and those institutions instead obtained their copies through donations from these persons, often months or years after publication. It appears that for some years the reports were sent by airmail to Europe and by bulk mail within the U.S., accounting for The Natural History Museum (London) having several of the earliest receipt dates.
We have examined the sets of AMU/AMS publications in the Academy of Natural Sciences of Philadelphia (ANSP), Library of Congress (LOC), National Museum of Natural History (USNM), Harvard University Museum of Comparative Zoology (MCZ), California Academy of Sciences (CAS), University of Maryland (UMd), University of Washington Fisheries and Oceanography Library (UW), and The Natural History Museum, London (BMNH). Three colleagues provided us with information on the sets at the Field Museum of Natural History (FMNH), the American Museum of Natural History (AMNH), and the Carnegie Museum of Natural History (CMNH). When these dates are consistently later than the published dates-sometimes much later-it is clear that the stated publication dates must be incorrect. If no date is given for a particular institution for a given year, this means that the institution (1) lacks the volume in question; (2) has the volume, but there is no date stamp; or (3) has the volume, but the date stamp is several weeks, months, years, or even decades later. In several cases, one of us (EVC) noted the date of receipt of his personal copies.
We have also included the three "Special Publications," which were issued in the 1980s as supplements to the American Malacological Bulletin. However, as these were not included in the regular subscription, many libraries did not order them.
When we are certain or fairly certain about publication dates, these are indicated with a single date. In other cases, we present the evidence thus far available, which in many cases indicates that the Bulletins were issued the year following the meeting, or months, or even a year after the internal date.
For reference, the place and dates of the meetings through 1985 are given, along with the number of the meeting. After the publications stopped covering the meetings, this information is not provided here, but is readily available online (Coan and Kabat 1996-present) . Also indicated are the meetings of the Pacific Division of the AMU from its inception in 1948 until its separation as the Western Society of Malacologists in 1968.
The International Code of Zoological Nomenclature (ICZN 1999) emphasizes that editors and publishers should keep track of dates of publication in journals that may have new taxa or other nomenclatural acts:
"Recommendation 21C. Specification of date. An editor or publisher should state the date of publication of a work, and of each component part of a serial publication, and of any work issued in parts. In a volume made up of parts brought out separately, the day of publication of each part, and the exact pages, plates, maps, etc. that constitute it, should be specified" (p. 23).
This paper is designed to bring the AMU/AMS publications into retroactive compliance with the Code.
In the recent catalog of family and higher names in the Gastropoda, and elsewhere, the subfamily names Pseudomelatominae Morrison and the (unavailable) Lophiotominae and Crassispirinae Morrison are dated from 1 December 1965, the date printed on AMU Annual Reports for 1965 (Bouchet and Rocroi 2005: 57, 101, 144, 256) , but this report was not actually published until 28 February 1966, as evidenced in the list below. Four papers by Morrison in AMU publications are misdated in the bibliography of his works by Rosewater (1984) , including this paper on the Turridae.
From the list below, it is clear that publication dates have been incorrectly stated, even in recent years. It is obvious that in spite of a "publication date" of 30 December 1976, on the cover of the report for 1976, a January 1977 publication/mailing date is more likely because no one received this issue until early February 1977. Fortunately, no new taxa appear to be included. Similarly, American Malacological Bulletin 3(1) is dated December 1984, but no institutions received it until mid-February 1985, and a late January or early February 1985 publication date is more likely. No new taxa were included in this issue. The issue AMB 8(1) was dated August 1990, but it appears not be have been received anywhere before early October, so a publication date of mid-to late-September seems more probable. Again, no new taxa were included in this issue. However, AMB 17(1/2), indicated as having been published in December 2002, appears to have actually been issued in February 2003. This issue contains new taxa of marine and terrestrial gastropods, as well as a species of fossil rostroconch, and all of these should evidently be dated 2003 rather than 2002.
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* Publication dates of The Nautilus from Coan and Harasewych (1993) . n/a = not applicable. # Issue numbers printed on some of the Bulletins, but incorrectly numbered and not corresponding either to the number of the meeting or to the sequential number of separately issued bulletins. Note: the 1985 meeting was the last one to be reported upon in detail in the American Malacological Bulletin. For additional information about subsequent AMU/AMS meetings, see Coan and Kabat (1996-present) . 
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